
         Citizens’ Pages in the Blue Mountains Review – February 2018 

 

 

This insert is brought to you as a public service to provide citizens information about issues facing their Town. It is funded by the citizens of the 
Town through online contributions. If you like this page and would like to keep it going, please donate by following the link 
https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-Review  To contact us with your letters, comments, ideas, and suggested content 
please e-mail  tbmcitizens@gmail.com 

  
Councillor Seguin returns to Town 

Hall – Council takes hard line on 

settlement 

 
Councillor Seguin returned to Council on Monday January 
22nd, 2018 after an absence of five months. His return 
coincided with three letters, two from citizens, and one 
from the Blue Mountain Ratepayers Association (“BMRA”) 
being tabled as correspondence, all of which urged the 
Town to settle with Councillor Seguin, and put this sorry 
chapter in the Town’s history behind us. 

A letter by Alar Soever, urged Council to settle the issue 
stating “Council, by continuing to spend taxpayer dollars 
on this and failing to resolve this issue, is putting our Staff 
in a very difficult position. Staff is being made party to 
something they never wanted to be part of. This will 
become obvious as the issue winds its way through the 
courts. The relationship between our Staff and the 
community should not suffer because of something that 
was started by our former CAO and is now being continued 
by Council. I urge you in the best interest of the Community 
and our Staff to seek a reasonable settlement to this 
situation.”   

The BMRA urged Council to take this issue to mediation 
stating “Regular feedback from our membership comes 
with a question: "what has this cost and when will it end?" 
The investment costs, legal fees plus distraction of Council 
and Staff, are very high with no exit strategy. Most 
Ratepayers don't remember how the dispute started in the 
first place. It appears to us everyone wants a final 
resolution. To be clear, we are not taking sides in this 
dispute, we are simply expressing that it would be fiscally 
responsible to pursue a method of settlement with the help 
of a mediator.” 

The letter by Julia Hinds stated “I, like many others I have 
spoken to on this matter, would like to see this matter 
resolved as fairly and expediently as possible. How much 
has been spent on legal fees so far, how long do you 
anticipate it will take to reach a resolution and what will be 
the ultimate cost to the Town, financially, and to its  

 

 

 

reputation? Perhaps these were issues discussed in camera?” 

“How has something like this been allowed to escalate with 
no efforts to negotiate in nearly 2 years? Could someone 
please take some leadership on this issue. Once again, we 
feel we are very much being left in the dark. Any light that 
you can shed  on why Council made the recent decision to 
reject Councillor Seguins’ offer would be most welcome.” 

Councillor Seguin had been absent from Council since August 
21, 2017 when he was granted a medical leave due to the 
stress brought on by the manner in which he was treated in 
response to allegations made against him by the former 
CAO.  The stress leave had expired on November 17, 2017,  
and on his doctor’s advice Seguin applied to extend his 
leave, but was turned down by Council.  

When asked by the Citizen’s Pages as to why he decided to 
return at this point against his doctor’s advice, Seguin 
explained, “Under the Municipal Act if I remained away, I 
could have been removed from Council for missing more than 
3 months without a leave. I felt I had an obligation to the 
people who elected me, and who have supported me 
throughout this ordeal, to do everything in my power to 
continue to represent them as best I could.  I simply could not 
allow myself to be removed in this manner. It would have 
been an insult to the people who elected me, and an affront 
to democracy. ”  

Councillor Halos spoke to the concerns raised in the letters 
stating “We are being sued by Councillor Seguin.” He went 
on to explain that Council was not pursuing anything that 
they were defending, and that it would be up to Councillor 
Seguin to stop the action. In explaining why he opposed 
settlement at this point, he stated: “The #1 responsibility of a 
Councillor is fiscal responsibility, that’s my answer.”  

To be clear, to date, Councillor Seguin has only applied for a 
Judicial Review of how he was treated. At this point, he has 
not pursued the option of suing the Town for damages.  

There has been a lot of confusion on this issue from the very 
beginning, as the process which found Councillor Seguin 
guilty was all carried out in secrecy behind closed doors. 
Only the sanctions were made public, and included him 
being banned from the Town Hall without an escort. From 
this, some people assumed the worst.  

As a result of the public court documents which were filed, 
we now know that the allegations concerned things he 
wrote in his blog, questions he asked at council, which he 
was not called out of order for, and the manner in which he 
advocated for his constituents.  The whole process was 
directed by the Town’s HR lawyer, who had a working 
relationship with the Complainant, the Town’s former CAO.  

A detailed chronology of the events was published in the 
September 2017 Citizens Pages. This chronology of events 
and the supporting documents can be found on the Blue 
Mountains Review website. Readers are encouraged to 
review these documents and make up their own minds as to 
what is the truth in this matter in this issue. 
http://www.bluemountainsreview.ca/news.cfm?newsid=227 
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Are we more like Fort McMurray or 

Whistler when it comes to social 

and workforce issues?? 

 
Fort McMurray 

 
Whistler 

The answer to this question, I think, is obvious to most 
people, so why are we even asking it? Well, the topic came 
up at the Committee of the Whole on January 29th in the 
discussion following the presentation by the Town’s 
Economic Development Advisory Committee.   

The presentation included a discussion of the acute labour 
shortage in our region, and the lack of transportation, child 
care and attainable housing, which are all contributing to 
the labour shortage in our area. A more detailed discussion 
of these issues can be found in the article by Andrew 
Siegwart in the main section of the Review. 

Following the presentation by Mr. Siegwart of the Blue 
Mountain Village Association (“BVA”), there were a number 
of questions and comments by members of Council. 

In particular the Mayor, questioned some of the statistics 
presented, stating that you can have numbers do anything 
you want them to.  

The Mayor also questioned the appropriateness of 
comparing our Town to other tourist destinations, stating,  

 “I understand we’re looking at this as a tourism destination 
and comparing ourselves to Whistler and  Banff. I’d actually 
compare it more to Fort McMurray.” “Fort McMurray 
couldn’t get any workers to go up there until they changed 
the rate of pay.” 

In response to Mr. Siegwart’s request to have Council direct 
staff work with EDAC and the various stakeholders to 
address these issues, the Mayor replied that staff were 

 

 

 

 

extremely busy and questioned whether this is something 
we want them to work on. 

Mr. Siegwart responded by stating these issues were a 
crisis, and that businesses were losing patience with the 
lack of inaction by Council. He stated he was not there 
asking for money, merely that the Town direct staff to work 
with the various groups already working on these issues to 
find solutions that work for all. 

Councillor Halos supported working together with the BVA 
and other businesses, but noted “Governments generally 
don’t drive anything very well at all. We’re good at coming 
behind the fact and collecting taxes. But making things 
happen, I don’t think we’re the drivers. That’s why we need 
a number of people and organisations who will kind of stick 
their necks out and drive something, and we can help.”  

He supported the Mayor’s remarks with regards to priorities 
for staff, stating “Mr. McKean’s point is well made. We’ve 
got lots of other things that we must do, and this is one of 
them. So be patient with us and we will help you along.” 

Positive comments came from Councillor McGee who 
described the work of the Blue Mountains Attainable 
Housing Corporation and Councillor Seguin who suggested 
the Town could start a process for assessing suitable sites 
which would not detract from the character of the Town.  

CAO Sean Everitt described some of the work that the Town 
staff are doing and suggested that a report on this work 
would be presented to the Committee of the Whole on 
February 21st. 

Councillor Gamble who was chairing the session concluded 
saying , “We’ve had some very lively discussion today. This is 
something we won’t resolve today, we won’t resolve the next 
day, but maybe in 5 years time we’ll have some fair results.” 

Interesting articles which describe the social problems 
brought about rapid growth in Whistler and Fort McMurray 
can be found by following these links: 

https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/whistler/whistler-not-for-
everyone/Content?oid=2797278  
http://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/article/fort-mcmurray-oil-sands-
strippers 
It’s up to us, as to how urgently we want to address the 
same issues facing our community, and what kind of 
community we want to be, Fort McMurray or Whistler. 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Citizens’ Pages 

This is the fifteenth monthly issue of the Citizen’s Pages, a citizen 
funded insert into the Blue Mountains Review.  This insert allows 
for an extra four pages of news about what is going on in our 
Town. 
If you like reading us, please follow the link and make a donation 
to keep us going. We can’t do it without your support!  We have 
managed to raise enough to survive for our first fifteen  issues, 
but we are surviving month to month.  
https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-
Review  Donations can also be made to the Citizens’ Pages care of 
The Blue Mountains Review and be dropped off at Riverside 
Graphics in Clarksburg. All of the funds we receive go towards 
printing and distribution. All content and editing is provided by 
citizen volunteers.                                        Alar Soever, Editor 
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Live Streaming and Archiving of 

Council and Committee Meetings 

is now here. 

 
Town of The Blue Mountains Council meetings are now 
being webcast live.  Once recorded, each webcast is 
archived and is available along with the agenda and minutes 
for each Council and Committee of the Whole meeting on 
the Town website. Some meetings, those held in camera, 
and those not held in the Council Chambers, will not be 
webcast. 
To access the webcasts, go to the Municipal Calendar on the 
Town Website, click on the meeting you wish to view and 
then scroll to the bottom of the agenda to the webcast. 
 

Deputation by Communications 

Committee of the Citizens’ Forum 

Endorses Communications 

Activities & Ideas Recommended 

by Staff  

At the Council Meeting on January 22nd Council heard a 
deputation by Rosemary Gosselin on behalf of the 
Communications Committee of the Citizens’ Forum.  

She provided an endorsement of the communications 
activities and ideas recommended in Staff Report 
FAF.17.149. and hoped that all members of the public will 
take the time to read this important document, which she 
described as a “beginning of a pathway to a durable and 
democratic communication process, through which an 
informed public can properly engage with staff and council.” 

She noted that the need of effective communication had 
been identified as the key issue during their first public 
roundtable, and thanked those on Council who had 
attended. 

Councillor McGee was singled out for praise for being on 
the panel at the Community Roundtable, and for his work in 
promoting the live-streaming of Council meetings. 

She described the Committee’s mandate which is to explore 
opportunities to improve communication and collaboration 
between Town residents and Council. She went on to 
describe the positive experience they had had working with 
Staff and suggested that the Town consider setting up a 
Communications Advisory Committee.  

 

, 

 

 

She recommended that Council ensure that sufficient 
resources are provided to implement the 
recommendations in the Staff report. She also noted that 
because effective communications are integral to good 
governance,  a full-time Communications Coordinator is 
warranted. Currently the position is shared with Economic 
Development.  

She concluded by saying “The Citizens’ Forum looks 
forward to continuing to engage with Staff and Council, as 
we move forward together in our efforts to improve 
collaborative relations between the citizens of our town, 
Staff and Council.” 

 

The Citizens’ Forum is a community 

association open to all who seek effective 

ways to improve the management and 

governance of The Blue Mountains. 

Come out and meet people who are interested in what is going 
on in the Town, and what is before Council. All citizens are 
invited to drop in at Maiolo’s on most Monday nights between 4 
and 7 (except for holiday weekends) for some socializing and 
friendly discussion on the issues facing the Town and what is on 
the Council Agenda. 
Come, meet new friends, listen, and have your say.  
Rules: Be polite, respect other people’s opinions, and if you don’t 
agree with them, just remember: They have the right to be 
wrong.  

 

COUNTDOWN TO THE NEXT ELECTION 

Less than 259 days 

The next municipal election will be held Monday, October 
22, 2018. It’s never too early to get to know your Town 

and the issues, so you can make an informed choice. 

"The most powerful thing we own is our vote.” 
Bev Perdue 

The Town of The Blue Mountains will be using both 
internet and telephone voting in the 2018 municipal 
election. Mail-in and paper ballots will not be used. 

With internet and telephone voting, electors will have the 
opportunity to cast their ballots where telephone or 
internet service is available. 

The Town will offer help centres and education centres 
throughout the election to ensure all voters have the 
opportunity to participate. Follow Elections 2018 updates 
at the link below or by clicking the Election 2018 button on 
the Town of the Blue Mountains Home Page. 

http://www.thebluemountains.ca/administration-
election201.cfm 
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You go on to state “It was his choice to take the matter to a 
legal review, and that was a choice that came with 
consequences, both to his pocketbook, and likely to his 
health. There’s no doubt it’s a stressful situation, but it is one 
he chose.”   

I ask, what other choice did he have? As we now know from 
the public documents, he had been investigated by an 
investigator hired by a lawyer who had a long standing 
relationship with the Complainant.  The investigation was 
hurriedly completed during the period his lawyer had 
advised the Town’s lawyer that he would be away on 
vacation. He was found guilty of harassment by the very 
same Town lawyer, who had previously worked for the 
Complainant. Both the Complainant and the Town’s lawyer 
lobbied the Mayor and Council to keep the process 
confidential, and not turn it over to an independent Integrity 
Commissioner. Confidential, except of course for the 
sanctions which were made public, and included a provision 
that Councillor Seguin not attend the Town Hall without an 
escort, the implication of which is clearly that there was 
somehow a threat of violence to the staff.   

All this, as we now know for comments he made in his blog, 
questions he asked in open sessions of Council, (for which I 
note he was not called out of order by the Chair of the 
Meeting) and for the manner he advocated for his 
constituents. 

His character had been sullied, all behind closed doors, 
without an opportunity to have his counsel present. He had 
been found guilty by people closely associated with the 
Complainant, and labelled a dangerous harasser, by virtue of 
being banned from the Town Hall without an escort. 

Again, what choice do you suggest he had to make the facts 
known, and to clear his name? 

In future, I urge you to research the facts, and then write 
your piece.  Responsible journalism demands this. To see 
how this is done, I highly recommend you go see the movie 
“The Post”. 

 

Alar Soever  

Editor,  

The Citizens Pages 

 

We gladly accept letters to the editor. Please be advised that these letters will be reviewed & 

published at the discretion of our Editor. Please limit your letters to 200 words or less. You can 

email your letters to tbmcitizens@gmail.com. Please include a phone number for validation. 

By submitting a Letter to the Editor you agree to be bound by the following terms and 

conditions: You may not use a false e-mail address, impersonate any person or entity, or 

otherwise mislead as to the origin of submitted material. You agree to be fully responsible for 

your own submissions.  You agree to grant The Citizens’ Pages a right to use your name and 

other identifying information you provide in connection with that letter. You agree to indemnify 

and hold the Citizens’ Pages and its associates harmless from any claims, damages, losses or 

costs that arise out of any Letter to the Editor that you submit, including, without limitation, 

any material submitted or otherwise provided by you that infringes upon any copyright, 

trademark, or intellectual property right of any person, defames any person, or violates any 

person’s rights of publicity or privacy. 

Opinion – Open Letter to the 

Editor of the Thornbury Paper 

Dear Mr. Giilck, 

Get your facts first. Then you can distort them as you 
please – Mark Twain 

That was indeed an interesting quote that you started 
with in your recent opinion piece titled “Seguin saga 
becoming a theatre of the absurd” in the Thornbury 
Paper.  

After reading your piece I am of the view that, as it applies 
to your opinion piece, it should be modified to read “Don’t 
get your facts first.  Then you can distort anything any 
way you please.” 

Your opinion piece contains a series of misstatements and 
misrepresentations.  Had you bothered to research the 
issue, you would have recognized this. 

You state “the investigation was conducted under 
provincial legislation”. The truth is that whether the 
investigation was properly carried out under provincial 
legislation is the subject matter of the current judicial 
review. 

While your statement “The details of what occurred and 
how the council made their decision have never been made 
public by the town” is true, you neglect to mention that 
many of the details are now public.  The public court 
documents relating to the Judicial Review, as well as 
reports by the Ombudsman of Ontario and the TBM 
Integrity Commissioner relating to the disclosure of this 
matter are public documents and are posted on the Blue 
Mountains Review website in support of the facts which 
were described in an article in the September Issue of the 
Citizens Pages in the Review. As a result, the facts are well 
known to the informed citizens of the TBM who have read 
these documents. 

You state “Various wild theories and speculation have 
been rampant since then, and in some quarters, Seguin 
has been turned into a veritable martyr, a Don Quixote 
tilting tirelessly against the windmills of local municipal 
government. That’s one way to see the situation, but its 
validity is debatable.”  all without describing what these 
“wild theories” are and why they are “debatable”. The 
outrage of many citizens is not based on “wild theories” 
but by the facts as they are outlined in the various 
documents described above. 

Your statement  “Seguin upped the ante by essentially 
suing the town.” implies for most people that he is 
demanding monetary compensation or damages from the 
Town. This is a misrepresentation.  In asking for a judicial 
review he is not demanding monetary compensation or 
damages from the Town, something he has so far declined 
to do, merely a ruling that he was treated improperly.   

You go on to state “Seguin vanished from the council table 
for an extended period (a mostly unexplained absence)”, 
when it is widely known he was on approved stress leave. 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-Review
https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-Review
mailto:tbmcitizens@gmail.com
mailto:tbmcitizens@gmail.com
http://www.thornburypaper.ca/seguin-saga-becoming-a-theatre-of-the-absurd/
http://www.thornburypaper.ca/seguin-saga-becoming-a-theatre-of-the-absurd/

